Abroad & Back
Parenting & International Adoption 1-Day Workshop

Session Topics:

THE IMPACT OF ORPHANAGE LIFE ON CHILD DEVELOPMENT
The content of this session outlines the differences between life within an orphanage and a family. This session highlights the impact of institutional conditions on child development. 

ATTACHMENT: IT TAKES TIME!
This session informs participants as to the process of attachment, examines factors which inhibit healthy attachment, discusses symptoms indicative of attachment difficulties, and also provides an array of strategies to facilitate attachment. An interactive activity assists families in planning how to incorporate this information post-placement so as to enhance parent-child attachment from day one.

ADOPTION: BRINGING YOUR CHILD HOME IS JUST THE BEGINNING!
This session covers critical adoption issues: grief and loss, control, rejection, shame, divided loyalties, self-esteem, identity, intimacy and differentness. Practical suggestions are provided for discussing adoption with children. Information is also presented as to the potential need for and the selection of post-adoption services.

Participants will be given articles, websites, and book titles so they may further explore the various facets of international adoption. 

This curriculum was produced by Gregory C. Keck, Ph.D. He is the co-author of Adopting the Hurt Child and Parenting the Hurt Child. He is the founder and director of the Attachment and Bonding Center of Ohio, specializing in working with adoptive families whose children have experienced early trauma. It was developed by Arleta James, P.C.C. who currently treats children with attachment disorders at the Attachment and Bonding Center of Ohio, and Regina M. Kupecky, LSW who also treats children at the Attachment and Bonding Center and is the co-author of Adopting the Hurt Child and Parenting the Hurt Child.
